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City of Oslo
Capital of Norway

700,000 inhabitants

50,000 employees

EUR 3 billion in annual 
procurements and investments
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Agenda

1. Why emission free construction sites?

Results from Oslo

2. Why Big Buyers?

Activities in the Working Group

3. Way forward

Joint Statement

Enabling policy framework needed

4. Lessons learned
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Fossil free and emission free building and construction sites 
– an important contributor to the climate goals



Oslo 2019

Det er lov å endre 
bakgrunnsfarge.

På sider med positiv 
logo benyttes alltid 
lyse bakgrunnsfarger.

Sørg alltid for god 
lesbarhet/kontrast 
og følg lovlige farge
kombinasjoner.

Oslo’s story – using the procurement muscle

From 2016/2017 – fossile free
construction pilots

2018/2019 world’s first emission
free construction site

Late 2019 – standard requirements

2022 – more than 60 + projects
with electrical machinery
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Olav Vth Street, 2019. Photo: City of Oslo, Climate Agency
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From pilot to scale

Standard requirements in all 
municipal procurement of building and 
construction works from 2019 onward

Machinery and transport (last mile)

Fossile free is the minimum

Emission free through award criteria

From 2025 emission free will be 
minimum
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Information and standard requirements in English
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https://www.klimaoslo.no/kategori/english/

https://www.klimaoslo.no/wp-
content/uploads/sites/88/2019/11/Climate-
and-enviromental-requirements.pdf

https://www.klimaoslo.no/wp-
content/uploads/sites/88/2022/01/Survey-
emission-free-construction-sites.pdf

https://www.klimaoslo.no/wp-
content/uploads/sites/88/2018/06/Veileder-
Utslippsfrie-byggeplasser-ENG.pdf

https://www.klimaoslo.no/collection/impact-
assessment-of-zero-emission-building-
processes-in-oslo/

https://www.klimaoslo.no/kategori/english/
https://www.klimaoslo.no/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2019/11/Climate-and-enviromental-requirements.pdf
https://www.klimaoslo.no/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2022/01/Survey-emission-free-construction-sites.pdf
https://www.klimaoslo.no/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2018/06/Veileder-Utslippsfrie-byggeplasser-ENG.pdf
https://www.klimaoslo.no/collection/impact-assessment-of-zero-emission-building-processes-in-oslo/
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Results 2021

1 % fossile fuels - 99% fossile free

48 % electric/zero emission

51 % sustainable biofuels

From all municipal construction works
combined (schools, kindergardens, nursing
homes, road-, water and sevage
infrastructure etc)

Annual reduction of 14 000 tons CO2

Fossil fuels

1 %

Sustainable 

biofuels

51 %

Zero 

emission

48 %

Energy supply for public 

construction works in Oslo 2021
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Joining forces, learning from each other

EU DG Grow promotes strategic
use of public procurement to drive 
green transition

Oslo leads the Zemcons group

•Share knowledge and lessons learned

•Develop pilot projects and local
policies and instruments
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Market dialogue in Oslo, 2019. Photo: City of Oslo

• Conduct and coordinate market dialogue at the European level
• Discuss technological issues, challenges and solutions
• Engage with stakeholders to develop enabling policy framework
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Joint Statement of Demand
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•The City of Barcelona
•The City of Bodø
•The City of Copenhagen
•The City of Helsinki
•The City of Oslo
•The City of Vantaa
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We must together: 
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Continue to engage with stakeholders 
across the value chain

Develop pilot activities and gather lessons 
learned

Identify barriers and opportunities

Today weak policy framework, lack of 
regulation & economic incentives at the 
national and EU-level

Provide input to policy makers – EU and 
nationally, on how to

• strengthen mandate to act

• explore new technologies and solutions

• develop enabling policy framework 

Battery charger, Trondheim. Photo: Marit Hepsø
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So to conclude:

How to procure a zero emission
construction site?
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Lessons learned

Speak of your ambitions! Climate, 
innovation, noise reduction…

Dialogue with the market. But dare to 
challenge!

Seek advice – use available resources

Pilote first – choose wisely

Secure power supply – early planning is key!

Draft procurement documents – feedback 
from market.

Document and share - technical issues, 
practical barriers, experiences.

Embed into procurement strategy - BAU
28.02.2023 18
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Thank you!

Philip Mortensen, Marit Hepsø

City of Oslo
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