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Towards climate-neutral and 

smart  communities

• EU Green Deal & Europe Fit for the Digital Age: ‘Twin green and digital transitions’ ; need to tackle the twin 

challenge in a holistic and systemic way

• Smart cities and communities use digital technologies to reduce resource input and improve the quality of life 

for their citizens (- > ‘twin digital and green’ transition)

• European Digital Strategy:

• Shaping Europe’s Digital Strategy

• Excellence and Trust in Artificial Intelligence

• European Data Strategy

• 2030 Digital Compass: the European way for the Digital Decade

• EU Recovery Plan:

• At least 20% of the funds under the Recovery and Resilience Facility will be made available for the 

digital transition (and 30% for green)

Smart cities and communities - > 

‘twin digital and green’ transition



Digital capacity building 

for cities and communities



Examples of cities & regions
using digital twins

Port of Rotterdam

3D copy of 
Antwerp

Helsinki
+ Amsterdam, Angers, Gothenburg, Hamburg, Herrenberg,  

Kongsberg, Munich, Rennes, Stockholm…

Flanders, Athens, Pilsen

Madrid, The Hague, Budapest, 
Lyon, Oslo and Porto

Athens, Berlin, Flanders, 
Sofia

Helsinki, Santander, 
Flanders



Over 117 signatures so far… From Mayors, Regional and 
national Ministers and around 100 supporters

https://www.living-in.eu/

The European way of digital transformation 
in cities and communities

Living-in.EU Movement



The European way of digital transformation in cities and 
communities

• Political Declaration: over 117 signatories, 100 supporters, 5 subgroups, several concrete iconic
projects (including on Local Digital Twins)

• Principles:

• Citizen-centric approach

• a city-led approach at EU level

• the city as a citizen-driven and open innovation ecosystem

• ethical and socially responsible access, use, sharing and management of data

• technologies as key enablers

• interoperable digital platforms based on open standards and technical
specifications, Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) and shared data
models

• Measures:

• Financial

• Technical

• Legal

• Education and capacity building

• Measuring and monitoring https://www.living-in.eu/

https://www.living-in.eu/


… the Commission will… 

• continue to support public administrations including cities and communities in 

procuring trustworthy AI (1) by developing a set of minimal capabilities for 

algorithms to be used in contract conditions through the Living-in.EU 

movement and by other means

• support public administrations, including cities and communities in creating 

AI algorithm registries (2) to increase citizen trust, and encourage the use 

of catalogues of AI-enabled applications (3) for administrations to increase 

the take-up of AI by the public sector, for example through the European AI 

on demand platform

Coordinated Plan on AI

(2021 Revision) 



1. AI Procurement: Model contractual clauses based on Amsterdam’s clauses

Big Buyers Platform (DG GROW) and Living-in.EU

2. A) AI Registries: Support the development of common requirements for an 

AI Registry based (existing examples: Amsterdam and Helsinki)

Eurocities Digital Forum

B) FAIR AI MIM (MIM 5): Minimal interoperability requirements to automate the 

checking of contractual clauses and presentation of information via an AI Registry 

OASC and Living-in.EU

Cities, regions and communities’ AI 

workstreams ) 



Other developments on AI

• Experimentation, testing, piloting

• Guidance for (innovation) procurement

• Support for public administrations to

build skills and capacity (EDIH)

• Monitoring and identifying challenges and opportunities

Framework Cooperation Agreement 

signed by 25 DIHs

Six European cities and regions are jointly procuring AI solutions 

on mobility and energy to accelerate carbon neutrality

(Pre-Commercial Procurement)

AI Testing and 

Experimentation Facility 

for smart cities and 

communities

AI Watch 

(JRC)

Adopt AI Programme



Join the movement !

Sign, Support, Like … the Join, Boost, Sustain Political Declaration



Thank you
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CNECT-smart-communities@ec.europa.eu



Lab project scope

Digital Forum Lab: Algorithm registries data 
schema

Contract clauses

Algorithm registries

Data schema
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